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CLAIMS f . 
L A meld of preparing a stent comprising the steps of. 

providL a stent preform; - nl onat least a portion of the stent 

providiS a particulate radiopaque matenal on at least a po 

5 preform; \ ,„ mfl terial into a desired portion of the stent 

pressing particulate radiopaque material 

preform; and 

subsequent* the pressing step. ,.A ill6St ep includes to step of heat 

- 1 est -■-4;ri; f r: fc 

abov e ambient temperature and .ess than the mei«n 6 ^ <>( the ■> 
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particulate radiopaque material. 

14. The method of claim 1 wherein the particulate radiopaque material is selected 
from the groumconsisting of particulate tantalum, particulate tungsten, particulate 
platinum, particulate iridium, particulate gold, particulate bismuth, particulate zirconium, 

5 particulate bariumVid alloys thereof. 

15. The method of claim 1 wherein the particulate radiopaque material is selected 
from the group consisting of elements having an atomic weight of at least 43 and alloys 
thereof. \ 

16. The method of clann 14 wherein the stent preform is made from metal. 

10 17. The method of claiiA 16 wherein the metal is selected from the group consisting 
of stainless steel, titanium ancknitinol. 

1 8. The method of claim 1 wherein the stent preform is in the form of a sheet and the 
pressing step includes the steps oSplacing the stent preform between two platens and 
applying a force to the stent preform with one or more of the platens. 
15 19. The method of claim 1 wherein the pressing step is repeated one or more times. 

20. The method of claim 19 wherein an additional quantity of the particulate 
radiopaque material is placed on the stekt preform in between or during the pressing 
steps. \ 

21 . The method of claim 1 wherein tha pressing step is accomplished by directing the 
20 stent preform through a rolling mill. \ 

22. The method of claim 21 wherein the particulate radiopaque material is disposed 
on the stent preform prior to the step of pressing. 

23. The method of claim 21 wherein at least some of the particulate radiopaque 
material is disposed on the stent preform duringvthe pressing step. 

25 24. The method of claim 1 wherein the stent breform has a thickness which is 
reduced during the pressing step. \ 

25. The method of claim 1 wherein the stent preform has a thickness which is 
substantially unchanged by the pressing step. \ 

26. The method of claim 1 wherein the particulate radiopaque material is 
30 characterized by an average particle size of 5 microns or less. 

27. The method of claim 1 wherein the particulate radiopaque material is of -325 
mesh or smaller. \ 
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. ^ 35 The method of claim, V, being radiopaque. ^ only a 

■' 15 u n titetyoftheitmetsurtac hasa firstendandase 

surface, the entity he V m thestenthas _ ad iopaque. 

37. Ihemefcodofcla- V 
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43. An implantable medical device comprising a plurality of radiopaque regions 
including a firsfiradiopaque region and a second radiopaque region, the first and second 
radiopaque portions of different radiopacities. 

44. The implantable medical device of claim 43 in the form of a stent. 

5 45. The implantable medical device of claim 44 wherein the first and second 
radiopaque regions are adjacent one another. 

46. The implantable medical device of claim 44 wherein the first and second 
radiopaque regions do noA abut one another. 

47. The implantable medical device of claim 44 wherein the amount of radiopaque 
1 0 material per unit area in theWst region exceeds the amount of radiopaque material per 

unit area in the second region^ 

48. The implantable medicM device of claim 44 wherein the first radiopaque region 
comprises a first radiopaque material and the second radiopaque material comprises a 
second radiopaque material of a different chemical composition from the first material. 
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